


THE COLLEGE OF THE ARTS

2021 – 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

Copywriting | Jonathan Kulp

Art Direction | Kevin Hagan

Graphic Design | Hannah Kessler

ADMINISTRATION

Michael McClure, FAAR
Interim Dean

 College of the Arts

Jonathan Kulp,
Interim Associate Dean

Lori Crain,
Assistant Dean

Debra Leno,
Executive Assistant to the Dean

Michael Eble,
Curator of Exhibitions, Events, 

and Engagement

Find us online at arts.louisiana.edu

337 482 6224  | arts@louisiana.edu

College of the Arts
Fletcher Hall, Room 205

421 E. Lewis St., Lafayette, Louisiana 70503



The College of the Arts 
seeks to be a bridge 
between the arts and 
cultures of the world and 
the unique context and 
traditions of Acadiana.

The College of the Arts is a beacon that illuminates the 
creativity of the human spirit and, as such, has a unique 
role in the University and community. Our overarching 
goals include teaching excellence in a collaborative envi-
ronment that infuses technology into every aspect of our 
curriculum where appropriate and instills an entrepre-
neurial spirit in our students so they can become leaders 
in their professions and change agents in the world. 
Through our faculty and student research, our ship and 
creativity, and our community service, we demonstrate 
our value both to the University and our community.
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TENURE AND PROMOTIONS

A MESSAGE FROM

THE DEAN

We are proud to share this annual report 
and to give you a small glimpse into 
the extraordinary achievements of our 
faculty, staff, and students. This report 
highlights just a fragment of the prolific 
teaching, making, performing, and learn-
ing in the arts over the last year. 

More than two years after COVID caused 
the world to go remote, this year has 
been one of reconnection and outreach 
in the College of the Arts. Remaining 
careful and cautious, we have been able 
to reconnect in learning face to face 
as we returned to our studios, practice 
rooms, lecture halls, and shops. We 
reconnected with our audiences, clients, 
and patrons in our theaters, galleries, lec-
tures, and stages. We reconnected with 
our creative and scholarly communities 
through our publications, exhibitions, 
and presentations.  

We reconnected with professional work-
ing artists by forming an advisory board 
with alumni and professionals represent-
ing all our disciplines. We are reconnect-
ing with our local partners through the 
Acadiana Cultural Organizers Meet-up 
sponsored by the Acadiana Center for 
the Arts. We are reconnecting with our 
alumni, patrons, and friends through the 
launch of our College of the Arts eNews 
that we emailed to over 2,500 people 
this year.  

Our disciplines and professions are based 
in connecting creativity to the human 
condition. It is an ongoing, constant 
activity for all artists. You can help the 
College of the Arts to expand and deep-
en our connections. Keep your records 
up-to-date at www.alumni.louisiana.
edu. Share this copy of the annual report 
with friends and colleagues, forward the 
enews, follow and share us on social me-
dia, and email us at arts@louisiana.edu 
to get more copies of this report or to ask 
any questions you might have. 

This last year has been wonderfully pro-
ductive, engaging, and transformative for 
our students, faculty, and staff. Next year 
will be even better. I hope to see you all 
you all on campus next year at a perfor-
mance, lecture, exhibit, or workshop. 

All the best,   
Michael 

Interim Dean
College of the Arts

Michael McClure, FAAR



MUSIC | Granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor

TENURE AND PROMOTIONS

VISUAL ARTS
Granted tenure and promoted

to Associate Professor

VISUAL ARTS
Granted tenure and promoted
to Associate Professor

Stephanie Paine

William Plummer

Allison LeighChristopher Bennett

VISUAL ARTS
Promoted to Professor

Jeffery Lush

VISUAL ARTS | Granted tenure and promoted to Associate Professor

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FACULTY EARNING TENURE AND PROMOTION THIS YEAR!



The College of the Arts would like to recognize these dedicated artists and educators who are retiring. We wish our 
retirees the best in their well-deserved retirements. We will miss your artistry, creativity, and energy. Thank you for 
your years of dedication to the artistic community of the college and the countless students you have inspired. 

Andrew Sammataro  
Lecturer, School of Architecture and Design 

A 1969 graduate of Harvard University, Andrew Sam-
mataro has held teaching positions at the University of 
Virginia, Oxford Polytechnic (Oxford, England), Kingston 
Polytechnic (Surrey, England), the Rhode Island School 
of Design. He taught Design at UL Lafayette from 2008 
until his retirement in 2022. While at UL Lafayette, he 
received an outstanding advisor award in 2012 and led 
students on study-abroad trips to Florence and Paris. In 
his private practice, he worked as both an architect and 
interior designer. 

Andrea Loewy  
Professor of Music 

Andrea Kapell Loewy is Principal Flutist of the Acadi-
ana Symphony and has played several concertos with 
the orchestra. Other orchestral work includes Principal 
Flute of the Orchestra of the State of Mexico, and Guest 
Principal Flutist of the Shanghai Symphony. She has 
presented four recital/teaching tours in China and has 
given a solo recital in England. She has also performed 
at several National Flute Conventions including those 
in New Orleans, St. Louis, Kansas City, Chicago, Dallas, 
and New York City. Loewy has concertized extensively 
with Yuling Huang-Davie, pianist, at numerous colleges 
and art centers throughout the United States. She 
has served as Chair of the National Flute Association’s 
Newly-Published Music Committee. Centaur Records 
released her CD of contemporary flute works, “Appari-
tions and Whimsies.” 

Loewy holds a Bachelor of Music from the Eastman 
School of Music, a Master of Music from Emporia State 
University, where she played concerts throughout the 
Midwest with the Mid-America Woodwind Quintet, and 
a Doctor of Musical Arts from The University of Mem-
phis. Her teachers include Joseph Mariano, Harold Ben-
nett, Samuel Baron, Philip Kaplan, Bruce Erskine, and 
John Heiss. In 1993, she was awarded the UL Lafayette’s 
Distinguished Professor Award. 

RETIREMENTS

SAMMATARO

LOEWY

DEWITT



Charlotte Roberts  
Retired Professor of Architecture 

Professor of Architecture at the University 
of Louisiana at Lafayette from 1983 until 
2010. She was the owner of Lotus Archi-
tecture, a corporation based on custom 
interior design. 

Kenneth Jenkins  
Retired Assistant Professor of Dance 

Mr. Kenneth Jenkins was on the faculty 
of the Dance department in the School 
of Music and Performing Arts for 32 years, 
retiring in 2021. He was the coordinator 
of State of LA Danse, director of the An 
Evening of Dance series, and Assistant 
Professor of Dance at UL Lafayette. He re-
ceived his BFA in Humanities and Art His-
tory and his MFA in Dance from Florida 
State University. He regularly contributed 
his original choreography to State of LA 
Danse and served as Regisseur for all of 
the modern dance Masterwork recon-
structions. In 1996, Mr. Jenkins received 
an award of Excellence in Choreography 
from the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts for his choreography in 
the production of Guernica. 

Mark DeWitt  
Professor of Music 

Dr. Mark F. DeWitt is an ethnomusicologist and author 
of Cajun and Zydeco Dance Music in Northern Califor-
nia: Modern Pleasures in a Postmodern World (Univer-
sity Press of Mississippi, 2008), along with several book 
chapters and journal articles. His article "The Diatonic 
Button Accordion in Ethnic Context: Idiom and Style in 
Cajun Dance Music," won the Society for Ethnomusi-
cology's 2004 Klaus P. Wachsmann Prize for "innovative 
methods in the study of musical instruments." 

Dr. DeWitt was the first to hold the Dr. Tommy Comeaux 
Endowed Chair in Traditional Music at the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette, where he has directed an under-
graduate curriculum and degree program in traditional 
music, especially Cajun and Creole French music, since 
its inception in 2010. He teaches undergraduate courses 
on the history of Cajun and zydeco music, tradition-
al music in North America, and world music, as well 
as a graduate seminar on ethnomusicology. He has 
served on the board of the Vermilionville Living History 
Museum Foundation. and as book review editor for the 
journal Ethnomusicology. 

DeWitt received a Ph.D. in ethnomusicology from the 
University of California, Berkeley; the M.M. in music 
theory from New England Conservatory of Music; and a 
bachelor's degree in urban studies and planning from 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
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NEWNEW

ERIK 
DEERLY 

SAMANTHA 
ABBOTT

ARMAND 
DE LAUREAL

MICHAEL 
CROTTY 

Professor and Department Head 
Visual Arts

Assistant Professor 
Dance

Visiting Instructor and Costume 
Shop Manager 
Performing Arts 

Assistant Director 
Digital Media Resource Center 

NEW



FACESFACES

LINDA 
ALLEN 

MICHAEL 
HIDALGO 

CHRISTINA 
BIRKENTALL

COLLETTE 
COSMINSKI
Assistant Professor 
Interior Design 

Visiting Assistant Professor 
Interior Design

Administrative Assistant III  
Architecture and Design

Technical Director/Facilities Manager 
of Burke Theater 
Performing Arts

NEED PHOTO

FACES
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2007, she relocated her New Orleans print 
studio and consolidated these two in 
this historic Massachusetts mill, opening 
Gravity Press Experimental Print Shop. 
This shop is unlike traditional print shops, 
featuring specialized equipment and 
one of the largest presses in the world. 
Brandon has received many prestigious 
awards, including the Pollack-Krasner 
Foundation Award, and currently has 
multiple international exhibitions on view. 

Brandon Graving is known for her 
deeply-textured large-scale monoprints, 
which often include a sculptural compo-
nent, furthering the visceral impact of 
these unique works. She is credited with 
making the largest monoprint made by 
a single artist; this work, “Ephemera: Riv-
er with Flowers,” measures 10.5 feet by 32 
feet, with a variable-sized floor sculpture 
in front, and was installed at the New 
Orleans Museum of Art when Hurricane 
Katrina struck that city. Now  
in the Frederick R. Weisman Collection, 
this work has been widely exhibited in 
many museums. 

Brandon was born in New Orleans, Lou-
isiana, in 1959 and went on to receive a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts from the University 
of Southwestern Louisiana in 1982, with 
a focus on printmaking and sculpture. 
She is a celebrated, focused, and prolific 
artist who exhibits widely and has work 
in many public and private collections 
including the New Orleans Museum of 
Art, Frederick R. Weisman Collection and 
many more. 

After years of travel research in Africa, 
Costa Rica, Belize and the Yucatán, Bran-
don began working at the Contemporary 
Artists Center in North Adams, Massa-
chusetts, where she was Gallery Director, 
curated many exhibitions and especially 
became the master printmaker and 
instructor at this wonderful facility. In 

David is a 2012 graduate of the Theatre 
program. Immediately after completing 
his BFA here, he joined the Universi-
ty of Houston’s MFA program as the 
youngest person ever admitted to their 
Professional Actor Training program. 
Upon completing his MFA, David lived 
and worked in New Orleans for a few 
years before moving to New York. David 
earned his Actor’s Equity Association and 
Screen Actors Guild membership and 
has consistently worked in theatre and 
television since his graduation from his 
MFA. His many theatre credits include 
a variety of off-Broadway and regional 
theatre roles, including an adaptation of 
all three parts of Henry VI with the Na-

SPARK
RECIPIENTS2022–2023

BRANDON GRAVING

DAVID HUYNH



School of Architecture and Design for 
over thirty years and was a visiting pro-
fessor at Virginia Tech in 1983. He is also 
served as a member of the graduate fac-
ulty. LaSala retired from the UL Lafayette 
in the Fall of 2020. 

The central motivation of his academic 
career has been teaching freshmen. In 
recognition of his teaching and research, 
his peers have honored him with two of 
UL Lafayette’s most prestigious acco-
lades: the 2001 Excellence in Teaching 
Award and the 2008 Distinguished Pro-
fessor Award. 

Concurrently, for several years, Hector 
and his colleagues Geoff Gjertson and 
Corey Saft have conducted numerous 
service-learning initiatives with over 300 
students. In recognition of this effort, he 
received the 2007 Oliver-Sigur Humani-
tarian Service Award. 

Additionally, he has been a member of 
the Kennedy Center's Partners in Educa-
tion program since 1995, whose purpose 
is to integrate the arts throughout the 
K-12 curriculum. For this endeavor, Hector 
and his team members were granted the 
2004 Governors Arts Award for Out-
standing Contribution to Arts Education. 
Hector also currently holds the SLEMCO 
Professorship in the Arts.

2022–23
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(which was nominated for a Drama Desk 
award for the production), Mrs. Warren’s 
Profession, Merchant of Venice (which 
premiered off-Broadway and just tran-
sitioned to Shakespeare Theatre Com-
pany in DC), and Vietgone (two separate 
productions.) as well as acting work with 
Oregon Shakespeare Festival, Houston 
Shakespeare Festival, and New Orleans 
Shakespeare Festival. David has also ap-
peared in film and television (including 
episodes of FBI and Blue Bloods)  
and has expanded his work into audio-
book narration. 

David is a strong advocate for wider and 
better representation for Asian actors in 
the profession, and to this end has done 
a TedXVermilionStreet talk entitled “Asian 
Enough?”, is the co-founder and produc-
ing artistic leader of The Song Collective, 
which provides a creative platform for 
artists of Vietnamese descent. He is also  
a member of the College’s recently creat-
ed advisory board for diversity, equity  
and inclusion. 

In addition to his professional work, David 
has consistently reached back to help the 
UL Lafayette Theatre students that came 
after him. He has been a frequent work-
shop presenter for the UL Lafayette chap-
ter of Alpha Psi Omega theatre honor 

society, has been an invited guest lecturer 
in our THEA 333 onboarding class, and is 
a regular guest in our Auditioning class to 
give students real-world feedback about 
their work. He frequently encourages 
students that he meets through these 
sessions to connect with him through so-
cial media and to reach out to him if they 
have questions or need advice about the 
professional world of the Theatre. 

SPARK AWARD
RECIPIENTS2022–2023

Hector LaSala was born in El Salvador. 
He received his architecture degree 
from the University of Louisiana at Lafay-
ette in 1973, and conducted his graduate 
studies at Texas A&M University. Hector 
has been teaching at UL Lafayette’s 

HECTOR LASALA



VISUAL ARTS
Creativity and resiliency are two of the 
many qualities that make a strong artist, 
and that—I am proud to say—is what the 
Department of Visual Arts faculty and stu-
dents are made of. Although this past year 
many restrictions remained, both the facul-
ty and students worked together in an en-
ergized fashion to get back into classrooms 
and studios and make art once again. With 
access to the studio space and equipment 
slowly reopening, everyone jumped at the 
opportunity to experience the tactile qual-
ities of working with different mediums 
once again. From paints, charcoal, met-
als, chemicals, computers, and in-person 
lectures, our faculty and students eagerly 
threw themselves back into the studio en-
vironment creating incredible works of art, 
writing, and educational experiences. I am 
excited to see what everyone has done so 
far, and I can’t wait for everyone else to see 
what we all do in the future. 

Kevin Hagan | Interim Department Head
Department of Visual Arts

DEPARTMENT OF



With the easing of travel restrictions this past year, the Department of Visual 
Arts was pleased to bring several visiting artists to campus to meet our stu-
dents. These professional artists came from across the country to speak to 
the students about their professional practices. As they worked in their host 
studios, the visiting artists took time to work with any students who stopped 
by and shared their own techniques and processes from their professional 
practice, and discussed practical advice as a working artist. 

In the printmaking studio, Brian Kelly welcomed Cathrine Chauvin, Chris 
King, Vitus Shell, Lee Simmons, and Jesse Poimboeuf to produce work with 
the students and Marais Press. In metalwork and jewelry, artist Nash Quinn 
gave demonstrations and delivered a lecture for Daniel DiCaprio’s classes. In 
painting, Tirtzah Bassel provided a workshop to Hagit Barkai’s classes, spoke 
to the Visual Arts 409/410 classes, and delivered an open lecture about her 
art practice. In graphic design, Jeff Lush invited Ash Austin to talk about her 
work at Storey Publishing via a Zoom conference call. And finally, Jeannie 
Tomlinson Saltmarsh came to Anne Bujold’s sculpture classes to do an alu-
minum pour demonstration as well as talk about her work with the National 
Ornamental Metal Museum in Memphis, Tennessee. 

With each of these visits, the professional artists generously spent time with 
our students showing them their work and answering their questions about 
a variety of topics. Each year, the department strives to continue exposing 
its students to these experiences, in order to provide them with a broader 
understanding of where their artistic skills can take them.

VISITING ARTISTS



Chris Bennett had a paper accepted 
for a chapter in a peer-reviewed edited 
volume for Lexington Books

Daniel DiCaprio’s work was in an inter-
national exhibition at the Bilk Gallery in 
Canberra, Australia

John Gargano had work in the Korean 
International Ceramic Biennale 2021 in 
Gyeonggi‐do, South Korea

Stephanie Paine had photographic work fea-
tured in the Contemporary Art Survey at the The 
Lincoln Center in Fort Collins, Colorado

One of the Visual Arts Department’s greatest strengths is its faculty, who consistent-
ly produce and exhibit high-quality and respected research throughout the United 
States and abroad. These accomplishments continually demonstrate the faculty’s 
commitment to exploring their artistic interests beyond the classroom environment, 
while bringing notoriety to the University and department.

Here are just a few of the accomplishments the faculty made this past year:

Despite the challenges of the pandemic, the faculty produced a tremendous amount 
of artwork and earned incredible achievements over the past year. The department is 
very proud of everyone’s achievements, and is looking forward to seeing what every-
one continues to create in the future.

FACULTY



Jamie Baldridge had a solo exhibition at 
the Masterpiece Gallery in London, UK

Hagit Barkai had a solo exhibition of her 
paintings in Greensboro, North Carolina

David Dubose had printmaking work on 
display in the Baton Rouge Gallery

Kate Gordon had work on exhibition in 
the Ogden Museum in New Orleans

Kevin Hagan won a Graphic Design USA 
award for his juried student art show 
poster design

Brian Kelly had prints included into the 
collection at the Library of Congress in 
Washington, D.C.

Allison Leigh had a paper selected for 
publication in a peer-reviewed edited 
volume by Routledge Press

Jeff Lush completed a series of Atch-
afalaya Basin Floodway System Panel 
Designs with co-PI Dan Burkett

Scot Sinclair worked with Marais Press to 
produce a lithographic print

Jimmy Tancill produced an animation 
short as part of an AcA and SPARK grant 

Yeon Choi had artwork showcased as To-
day’s Artist in “The Korea Times”, New York

Claire Schultz presented in New York at 
the National Art Education Association with 
Olivia Morgan of the Hilliard Art Museum at 
the Louisiana at Lafayette

FACULTY UPDATES



This past year the Department of Visual 
Arts enthusiastically continued its collab-
orations with the Hilliard Art Museum at 
the University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
with the exhibition “Twenty Years of 
Marais Press: Imprinting a Campus and 
a Collection.” The show featured prints 
from as far back as 1999 when Brian Kelly 
first started the press as a service-learn-
ing opportunity. The show was com-
prised of over 260 collaborative works of 
both current and former students, fac-
ulty, and professional artists. The Marais 
Press serves to bringing professional 
working artists to campus to work with 
students in producing prints as well as 
learn what it takes to be a working artist. 

In collaboration with Dr. Claire Schultz 
from the Art Education concentration, 
the Hilliard brought students from Aca-
diana Renaissance Charter High School 
to UL Lafayette for a tour of the museum 
and the department. The students ro-

tated through three different activities 
led by the department’s Recruitment 
Committee: a departmental tour, a 
wire sculpture building project, and 
a small inflatable project. Then, the 
students headed over to the museum 
where they were given a tour of the 
current collection. Because of this rich 
collaboration, the high school students 
experienced the importance of art and 
the museum’s role in bringing different 
artwork to the community. 

The Department of Visual Arts is grate-
ful for the Hilliard’s continued com-
mitment to work with us over the past 
several years. The collaborations that 
have developed and grown have had a 
tremendous impact on the faculty and 
students, and the department looks 
forward to the continued growth of 
these shared ventures in educating the 
public while bringing art to the Lafay-
ette community and beyond.

COLLABORATIONS
HILLIARD 

PHOTO
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In March, the UL Lafayette College of 
the Arts awarded their series of SPARK 
awards at an event at the Alumni Center. 
These awards honor alumni, former facul-
ty and staff, and community members 
who have contributed to Arts and our 
creative community locally and beyond. 
The SPARK Lifetime Achievement Award 
recipient was Grace Hamilton-Mayfield, 
a dancer and 1982 graduate who has 
owned the Hamilton Academy of the Arts 
for 40 years. The SPARK Faculty & Staff 
Award was presented to Dickie Wagner 
of the Department of Visual Arts. Justine 
Hebert, a 2011 graduate of the School of 
Architecture and Design, received the 
SPARK Young Alumni Award.  

HONOREE BANQUET
SPARK 



SCHOOL OF MUSIC
AND

PERFORMING ARTS
It was a great relief to return to more regular 
in-person lessons, classes, and performances in 
the School of Music and Performing Arts this 
year. While our faculty and students have done 
an amazing job of maintaining high standards 
for learning and using innovative and responsive 
methods of teaching and sharing performances 
remotely, I think we can all agree that there is 
no real replacement for being live together in a 
room to practice our art. The joy and exhilaration 
that our performers and audiences felt being 
in the venues together after such a long hiatus 
was palpable, and the quality of the work on 
display was a testament to the dedication of our 
students and faculty to move forward with their 
work regardless of the many barriers posed by 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Faculty and 
students continued to use their artistic endeav-
ors to reflect the realities of the world around 
them, both the uplifting ones and those issues 
where we as a community still need to improve. 
I am continually reminded of the power of music 
and performing arts to alert us to the common-
alities we share as well as the ability to urge us to 
make our aspirations into realities. I look forward 
to seeing where these arts forms can lead us as 
we continue to improve ourselves, our communi-
ty, and our world.

Sara Birk | Interim Director
School of Music and Performing Arts



For the first time in over a decade, the 
Music and Theatre programs at UL La-
fayette have presented a fully-integrated 
collaboration in the spring production of 
the musical Urinetown. A darkly comic 
satire, Urinetown featured a cast of stu-
dent performers drawn from the Theatre, 
Music, and Dance programs, faculty 
musicians from School of Music, and 
costume, scenic, and lighting designs 
from faculty and students in the Theatre 

URINETOWN
program, choreography from the Dance 
program, and direction (both stage 
direction and musical direction) from 
the Music program. The show ran for two 
weekends for a total of nine performanc-
es. In addition to being an artistic success 
on many levels, one of the real benefits 
was to see the forging of new friendships 
and collaborative opportunities between 
students in the different programs within 
the School of Music and Performing Arts.



After years of careful marshalling of 
resources, the large dance studio in 
McLaurin Hall has a new, specialized floor 
for classwork and rehearsal. The old floor 
was in significant need of replacement, 
as its age, composition, and construction 
was not able to ensure proper support for 
dance students, leading to the potential 
for injury. The new floor is a state-of the-
art installation featuring a sprung floor 
construction covered by a high-quality, 
seamless vinyl surface.  Students, faculty, 
and guest artists have noted an imme-
diate difference in the experience of 
rehearsing and training on the new floor, 
and are thrilled to have this long-awaited 
upgrade in place for their use.  “I’ve no-
ticed a big difference in my performance 

on the new dance floor. My body feels 
much more comfortable and confident 
in the new space and my technique has 
grown tremendously. It has definitely 
made it more enjoyable. I look forward 
to coming back to the studio this fall 
semester!” said dance major Laila Hollo-
man.  

In the process of the demolition of the 
old floor, the contractors made quite a 
discovery: a well-preserved “Bulldog” 
logo from the days when McLaurin 
Hall was the gymnasium where the 
Southwestern Louisiana Institute (SLI) 
women’s basketball team played, intact 
after more than sixty years. This piece of 
valuable memorabilia has been saved.



CHAMBER 
SINGERS WIN 

INTERNATIONAL 
COMPETITION

Director of Choral Activities Dr. William 
Plummer received word the day after 
UL Lafayette Choirs’ Fall Concert had 
concluded that his performance video 
submission of the Chamber Singers to 
the International Choral Festival Wales 
Choir Competition had earned the en-
semble a place in the finals along with 
six other choirs’ recordings from around 
the world. Recorded during the pandem-
ic when the ensemble was rehearsing 
outdoors as a safety precaution, the 
prize-winning video of the piece “Hard 
Times, Come Again No More” can be 
viewed on the Choirs YouTube Channel. 
When the adjudication by an interna-
tional panel of judges concluded and 
scores were announced on Oct. 31, 2021, 
the Chamber Singers had scored 92.5 out 

Follow this QR code
to view the concert

of 100 marks, earning them not only the 
Gold Award, but also the highest score 
attained in the competition. 

The three choirs at UL Lafayette had 
prepared diligently for their Fall Concert 
this semester since the beginning of the 
term. This was the first concert which 
these ensembles had performed face-
to-face on stage in nearly two years due 
to the global pandemic and worldwide 
choir shutdown. We used this opportu-
nity to invite the composers of some of 
the works on the concert program into 
our classroom via Zoom to listen to the 
choirs and make valuable and insight-
ful comments. The Fall Concert, titled 
“Journeys,” can be viewed in its entirety 
as a recorded livestream on the Choirs 
Facebook page.



DESIGN
ARCHITECTURE

What was remarkable to observe this 
past year is that the students in the 
School of Architecture and Design in the 
face of continued adversity and trau-
ma actively resisted hopelessness and 
instead practiced learned optimism. They 
did not resign to powerlessness. They 
framed this moment in time as imper-
manent, they created space where they 
could exert their will, and they celebrated 
their accomplishments and each other’s. 

They created innovative built work, most 
without any prior construction experi-
ence. They reclaimed canonical works of 
architecture and redesigned them as an-
ti-racist through heighten awareness of 
the traditions, culture, history, and rights 
of people of color in that space. They 
created designs to shelter and support 
the most vulnerable and provide equita-

ble access to immediate and long-term 
security and wellbeing. Students sought 
to heal communities that lived through 
systemic racism and police brutality. They 
designed spaces for research and edu-
cation on Louisiana Coastal Conservancy. 
They design luxurious and comfortable 
spaces that are equipped to address 
infectious outbreaks on sea voyages. They 
explored techniques that engage bio-fab-
ricated materials and processes that focus 
on creating sustainable products. 

Students were empowered and thought 
big. They were socially and environmental-
ly relevant and they added new research 
to their disciplines.

Kari Smith | Director
School of Architecture and Design

SCHOOL OF

AND



long. The fifth “card” is a steel-framed-
and-clad 20-foot-square roof. Glass infills 
all of the gaps and openings. The struc-
ture is paradoxically both bunker-like and 
airy. 

The constructions share more than a 
name and rough form. Both rely on a 
tongue-in-cheek, whimsical name and 
premise, yet are solidly and massively 
serious. The dichotomies continue. Sculp-
ture vs. Architecture. Object vs. Space. 
Craft vs. Industry. Ephemerality vs. Per-
manence. Monumentality vs. intimacy. 

However, whereas one has no function, 
the other is a dwelling. One resides in a 
gallery and is viewed. The other is in a 
rural, secluded setting and is used as a 
sheltering artist’s retreat. One was cast 
from steel in one day and the other cast 
from concrete in 28 days. One is smooth 
and does not speak of its provenance. The 
other is imprinted with reclaimed barn 
wood and speaks of the student’s hands.
Two distant cousins. 

In 1969 Richard Serra crafted “One Ton 
Prop,” also known as the House of Cards. 
The sculpture consists of four 500-pound 
steel plates approximately 1 inch thick 
and 48 inches square. The four plates 
lean on each other with no connections 
like a house of playing cards.  

Fifty-three years later, a group of 27 archi-
tecture students has created an 80-ton 
concrete HOUSEofCARDS to live in. The 
10-inch-thick insulated cast-in-place walls 
are each 12 feet high and 16 or 20 feet 

The Provenance of the

HOUSEofCARDS

Fun Facts:

The HOUSEofCARDS is located on the 
thirty-acre Honey Locust Retreat at 571 
Meche Road in Arnaudville, La.  
(HoneyLocust.org)

•Total weight= 86,240 pounds
 •Approx. 24 cubic yards of concrete
•750 pounds of red terracotta concrete 
powdered dye 
 •2,070 pounds of reinforcing steel
•3,100 linear feet of #4 rebar
 •1,632 square feet of formwork 



After two years eking out at-home studio 
space, interior design students were 
welcomed back this year with a bit more 
elbow room! With renovations complete 
at Fletcher Hall, the Interior Design pro-
gram has a new designated studio space 
with floor to ceiling windows on two sides 
and wonderful southeast-facing views of 
Girard Park. All of this light helps stu-
dents study interior materials, which now 
have a home in a designated material 
library and workspace. 

Looking to the future, the program is 
developing plans to create a new lighting 
laboratory. Heading up this effort is 
Assistant Professor Collette Cosminski, 
who joins the faculty after the departure 
of longtime faculty Brian Powell, who 
taught lighting for many years before 
his retirement in 2020. Also new for 2022 
is Visiting Assistant Professor Christina 
Birkentall, who is joining the interior 
design teaching team. 

NEW SPACENEW SPACE

INTERIOR DESIGN

NEW SPACE



Seattle, Washington based 2017 Bachelor 
of Industrial Design alumni Jarrett Gilm-
ore went on to earn his Master of Science 
in Sports Product Design at University of 
Oregon-Portland in 2020. 

Raised by his mother in Albany, Louisiana, 
he showed creative aptitude early on and 
was encouraged to pursue his interest 
leading him to become the first male in 
his family to graduate from college. 

Gilmore initially began his studies at UL 
Lafayette in Computer Science and did 
not know about the Industrial Design 
Program until he serendipitously met a 
soon to be classmate and forever friend 
Harrison Dorsey. That conversation 
changed his life forever. Within a week 
Gilmore switched majors to Industrial De-
sign. Professor Brian Powell’s instruction 
in first year followed by Associate Andreas 
Lowey in second year were formative in 
developing Gilmore’s keen sense of the 
expression of idea, meaning, and form. 
Gilmore’s greatest growth as a designer 
was in third year working with Assis-
tant Professor Adam Feld (tenured and 
promoted in 2021). Under Feld’s guidance 
Gilmore learned to go beyond expecta-
tions. Gilmore was recognized that year 

with a design award. In his fourth year 
of study with Professor Jerry Malinowski 
Gilmore designed the most pivotal project 
of his early career, his Capstone Project the 
Ruckus G3 Football Helmet which opened 
many doors for him soon after. 

His continued passion for self-expression, 
problem solving, and giving back to his 
community has guided his career path 
as a Computational Design Intern within 
Nike NXT, an Industrial Design Intern at 
Fuse, and most recently as a 3D Design-
er-Footwear at Brooks Running. At Brooks 
Gilmore and team spearhead the brands 
new 3D visualization initiative where they 
replace photography by pushing the limits 
of rendering software to create photoreal-
istic renders of the shoes. 

Gilmore wishes that more people of color 
were exposed to design as a viable career 
path, and he notes the lack of funding to 
support the arts at underperforming pub-
lic high schools like the one he attended 
as a barrier for many. Jarrett plans help by 
mentoring people of color trying to break 
into this highly elusive field that is Industri-
al and Footwear design. 

JARRETT GILMOREJARRETT GILMORE
INDUSTRIAL DESIGN STUDENT PROFILE

PORTFOLIO WORK



The UL Lafayette College of the Arts 
established a new Advisory Board for 
the college this past Fall. The purpose of 
the Advisory Board is to provide advice, 
advocacy, and support for the college. 
This may include workforce development 
initiatives, leadership opportunities to our 
alumni and friends to initiate or height-
en collaborations with local, regional, 
national, and international institutions, 
address key college challenges, and iden-
tify potential solutions. They also will help 
increase the influence of our college, as 
well as enhance outreach.

David Allen | Rowland+Broughton Architects 

Allison Brandon | Wonderland Performing Arts 

Gerald Broussard | Go Media/CYT 

Clare Cook | Basin Arts 

Eric Crozier | ACSW Architects 

Ryan Faulk | Holly & Smith Architects 

Jim Garland | Fluidity Design Consultants 

Raymond Goodrich II | Lafayette Music Company 

Susie Gotardi | Stuller Inc. 

Gerald Guilbeaux | Lafayette Concert Band 

Grace Hamilton - Mayfield | Hamilton Academy of the Arts 

Emanuel “Boo” Milton | Community Organizer/Creative 

Joey Moss | Moss Family Trust 

Bree Sargent | Acadiana Center for the Arts 

Cathy Pavy | Pavy Design 

Paula Peer | Trapolin-Peer Architects 

Heather Trosclair | IDI Workspaces 

MEMBERS

ADVISORY BOARD



Professor 
School of Music and Performing Arts

Outstanding Master’s Mentor Award

CATHERINE 
ROCHE-WALLACE

Research Excellence Award 2019–2020: Kiwana McClung (SOAD)  
Research Excellence Award 2020–21: Garth Alper (MUS)  
Outstanding Undergraduate Research Mentor 2019–20: Ms. Ashlie Latiolais – College of Arts  
Outstanding Undergraduate Research Mentor 2020–21: Dr. William Plummer – College of Arts  
Rising Star Award 2019–20: Hagit Barkai (VIAR)  
Rising Star Award 2020–21: Kate Gordon (VIAR)

UL Research Recognition Ceremony for Academic Years 2019–20 & 2020–21 
Ceremony held February 11, 2022 

Faculty Publications
Cheylon K. Woods and Kiwana McClung, editors. "Through Mama’s Eyes: Unique Perspectives in 
Southern Matriarchy.” University of Louisiana at Lafayette Press, 2021. 

Associate Professor 
School of Architecture and Design

Dr. Ray P. Authement Excellence in Teaching Award 2022 

SARAH YOUNG

Professor 
School of Architecture and Design

Outstanding Master’s Mentor Award 

COREY SAFT

FACULTY AWARDS AND PUBLICATIONS



“It feels so great to be acknowledged with 
an award like this...I have grown as a per-
son and a dancer while being a part of 
this program. I would like to thank all of 
my professors for pushing me to be the 
best version of myself as a dancer.” 

2021–2022 DEAN’S SCHOLARSHIP AWARD WINNERS 

“My years in this program have taught 
me to design with intention, innovation 
and with inclusion. I aspire as a future 
designer to make the world a more 
beautiful place, and to one day be able 
to help future designers just as our gra-
cious donors have helped me.” 

“Receiving this award for me means that 
all my hard work and dedication that I 
have shown in the past four years is seen 
and appreciated...I would like to thank 
my professors that have been with me 
every step of the way and my parents for 
supporting me.” 

Imani McCullam 

Keona Williams

Brailyn Richard
Interior Design

Dance

Theater



“Being chosen for this scholarship grants 
me added confidence going into the 
design field next year and finding a 
successful career for myself. Thank you 
for selecting me for the Dean’s Scholar 
Award, and thank you to the donors who 
allowed my peers and I access to these 
scholarships.”

“I am beyond delighted to know that 
there is a team of faculty that not only 
recognizes my hard work but is also 
willing to support my creative journey at 
the College of the Arts.” 

“This award is very validating for me...I 
am also just very appreciative of my past 
and present teachers, their notes, and 
how they have inspired me to grow.” 

Clare Kavanagh

Arrington Holmes

Rebecca Judice

VIAR, Graphic Design

Industrial Design

VIAR, Painting



“After graduating from UL Lafayette in 
the spring of 2018, I swiftly began grad-
uate school at the University of Colora-
do at Boulder during the following fall 
semester. There, I continued my study of 
the fine arts for three years while gain-
ing teaching experience as a graduate 
student instructor. I obtained my MFA 
degree with a concentration in print-
making in the Spring of 2021. Currently, I 
teach part-time at Blinn College in Bryan, 
Texas, and at Lamar Institute of Technol-
ogy as a remote instructor. My artwork 

is held in the permanent collections of 
the SGCI Print Archives, the University of 
Utah’s Art Department Collection, the 
Jerry Crail Johnson’s Earth Sciences and 
Map Library at CU Boulder, the Museum 
of Texas Tech University in Lubbock,Texas, 
and the Marais Press collection in Lafay-
ette, Louisiana.”

PAST DEAN'S SCHOLARS 

Samantha 
Bares

VISUAL ART



“Since graduating with my BFA in May 
of 2020, I have been working in both the 
concert and commercial worlds of dance. 
From fall to spring, I dance with The Big 
Muddy Dance Company in St. Louis, 
Missouri, and during the summer, I have 
danced at Cedar Point in Sandusky, Ohio. 
I have also been able to apply additional 
skills I learned while in school, such as 
acting, lighting, composition, creative 
process, etc., to start work in social media, 
as well as get back into writing, an old 
hobby of mine. I'm always looking for 
ways to further my education and have 
developed an interest in connecting 
social scienes to art, scenic design, and 
creating safe and inclusive spaces in the 
dance world.” 

Upon graduating from the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette, she received a job 
offer from Corgan, an international archi-
tecture firm, one of the Top 5 in the U.S., 
with 12 offices worldwide. She currently 
resides in Dallas, Texas, employed as a 
Project Specialist with Corgan Education 
Studio at the company’s headquarters. 
Her job consists of working with local 
independent school districts and de-
signing K-12 as well as some higher-ed-
ucation facilities, delivering projects, and 
preparing construction documents. It 
involves an integrative process of collabo-
ration with clients, consultants, and other 
team members. In 2022, she is beginning 
preparation for the Architecture Registra-
tion Exams (ARE) in order to pursue her 
goal of becoming a licensed architect. 

De'Ondre 
Goodley

Taisiia 
Kolisnyk

PERFORMING ARTS

ARCHITECTURE



Outstanding 
Graduates 

Spring 2022 
Natalie Broussard 

College of the Arts Undergraduate

Spring 2022 
Liang-Yi Peng 

University Master's Candidate

Fall 2021 
Grace Marks 

College of the Arts Undergraduate 

Fall 2021 
Taisiia Kolisnyk 

University Master's Candidate 



Marie Broussard 
Dance 

SPARK Grant funded a residency by 
choreographers  Blakeley White-McGuire 
and Daniel Fetucua. "The end result of 
dance residency demonstrated to the 
dance majors that focused collaboration 
and creativity can result in a beautiful 
piece of living art (Nature Games-Louisi-
ana). The sense of gratitude and commu-
nity created during this five-day residen-
cy was palpable and inspired the dancers 
to really go beyond their comfort zones. 
Receiving the grant made the above 
meaningful, powerful, and possible." 

SPARK
Grants 

Brian Kelly 
Visual Arts 

“The SPARK funds allowed for Marais 
Press to continue artist collaborations 
during the 2021–22 academic year with 
artists Vitus Shell (assistant professor, 
Louisiana Tech University), Michael Ray 
Charles (professor, University of Houston), 
Catherine Chauvin (associate professor, 
University of Denver), Chris King (princi-
pal lecturer of art, Louisiana School for 
Math, Science, and the Arts), and Lee 
Simmons (assistant professor, University 
of Texas at Tyler).” 



Lafayette Music Company has supported College of the 
Arts students since 1989, when the late Raymond Go-
odrich, Sr. and his team launched the Louisiana Show-
case of Marching Bands to fundraise for scholarships. 

The purpose of Showcase is to provide Louisiana's high 
school marching bands with an opportunity to perform 
and be recognized on a larger stage as well as to pro-
vide financial support to the University and the partici-
pating bands. 

The commitment to helping students through their 
collegiate and musical journeys is a longstanding tradi-
tion for the company and its 29 employees, now led by 
President Raymond Goodrich, II.  

The Goodrich family and Lafayette Music team continue 
the tradition of supporting students through numer-
ous scholarships and an endowed professorship. They 
are honored to have created endowed funds that now 
exceed $1 million benefitting the University.  Goodrich 
also serves as the vice-chair of the UL Lafayette College 
of the Arts Advisory Board. 

Goodrich says the employees are as dedicated to the 
students as he is. “They love witnessing the way music 
builds confidence and develops more well-rounded in-
dividuals.  Playing music is more than a hobby – it gives 
depth, cultural richness, and enjoyment to life."  

He hopes their generosity can inspire others to give to 
the university of which he is so fond.  Goodrich shared, 
"When I think of UL, I reflect on time performing in the 
Pride of Acadiana and many other musical ensembles, 
as well as the relationships formed with musical col-
leagues and others in the Moody College of Business. It 
is an honor to make a difference for students in the 
School of Music - more than 300 scholarships awarded 
so far and counting!" 

LAFAYETTE MUSIC COMPANY DONOR 
SPOTLIGHT



Through the generosity of an anonymous 
donor, this scholarship was created as a 
tribute to Justine Camalo Hebert's pas-
sion for Interior Design and dedication 
to her local community. As an honors 
graduate from the UL Lafayette Interior 
Design program and current design firm 
owner, the Justine Camalo Hebert En-
dowed Scholarship in Interior Design will 
support and inspire future students. 

•Madelyn Trible Endowed Scholarship in Classical Piano  
•Knobbie Langlinais Graduate Student Scholarship in Architecture  
•Marais Press Fund  
•Justine Camalo Hebert Endowed Scholarship in Interior Design  
•Debbie Hanrahan Arceneaux Endowed Scholarship in Music Education  
•Edgar F. Davis Scholarship in Piano and Keyboard  
•Holly & Smith Architects, Inc. Scholarship in Architecture 

Newly-Established Funds in Fiscal Year 2022 

Ziler Architects contributed $25,000 to 
the David L. Perkins FAIA Scholarship in 
Architecture in loving memory of Jim 
and Vicki Ziler’s son, Jordan Ziler. Jordan 
was a kind and loving soul, and his life 
and legacy will be honored in perpetuity 
through this scholarship. Originally 
established in honor of David L. Perkins 
FAIA, the endowed scholarship provides 
Architecture students the opportunity  
to further their education while gaining 
the technical skills and knowledge 
needed to be successful in their 
professional careers. 

JUSTINE CAMALO HEBERT 
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP IN 

INTERIOR DESIGN 

JORDAN ZILER MEMORIAL GIFT 

Friends of the Humanities has provid-
ed over $500,000 in grants and other 
financial support to Humanities pro-
gramming since the group was originally 
established in 1989. This year, Friends of 
the Humanities provided grant support 
for metal fabrication equipment in the 
Visual Arts department and several 
musical instrument pieces for the Low 
Brass Studio (among other grants for the 
College of the Arts). 

FRIENDS OF THE HUMANITIES

LAFAYETTE MUSIC COMPANY 

To learn more and make a contribution to these and other funds, 
contact gift@louisiana.edu. 
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